THE    FLOOD    TIDE    OF    VICTORY

aircraft, tribute to our successful bombing and machine-gun
attacks. A further thirty-five were found burnt out at Gazala a
few days later, and from that time onward during the advance the
Italian Air Force hardly showed up at all except for an occasional
night raid by single aircraft.

All this time signals were passing between Air Ministry and
myself on reinforcements, re-equipment of the Greek Air Force,
flying instructors for Turkey, and the possibility of operations in
yet another theatre of the Mediterranean. On the 6th January a
signal arrived from Air Ministry to say that owing to the need for
conserving shipping and increasing the strength of Bomber Com-
mand the further reinforcements of 6 fighter and 6 medium-
bomber squadrons previously referred to were unlikely to materia-
lize. Another signal reminded me of the great importance attached
to maintenance of Greek morale and the necessity for me to
consider additional fighter support. The following day one from
the Prime Minister, himself, greatly admiring our brilliant support
of Army operations and congratulations upon a victory over
enemy Air Force achieved against heavy numerical odds. The
signal went on to say that we should soon be, as usual, torn
between conflicting needs. Support to the Greek Army to keep
them in the field was of prime importance. Admiralty were being
asked to send by carrier to Takoradi further air reinforcements.
It was probable that four or five squadrons would be required for
Greece and yet we would have to continue support to our Army
in its Libyan offensive. I might count on being thoroughly
re-equipped.

This was followed immediately by another from C.A.S. to the
effect that anxiety about Greece was increasing and that Germans
were assembling considerable land and air forces in Rumania. An
early advance on Thrace through Bulgaria seemed probable. How
much could I send to Greece and where should it go? I was to
consider with Wavell whether air units from Sudan could now be
spared.

On the gth January I sent a very full reply to Air Ministry
stating that the Greek situation had been fully discussed with
Dalbiac and that instructions had been given for No. 112 Fighter
and No. 11 Bomber Squadrons to proceed to Greece with what-
ever Gladiators and Blenheims respectively could be made
available to them. Some Gladiators might be taken from the
Sudan but the other squadrons there, also those in Kenya, were
waiting for re-equipment and in the meantime they were very
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